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Disclaimer





 


This Google™ translation feature is provided for informational purposes only.


The New York State Office of the State Comptroller's website is provided in English. However, the "Google Translate" option may help you to read it in other languages.


Google Translate™ cannot translate all types of documents, and it may not give you an exact translation all the time. If you rely on information obtained from Google Translate™, you do so at your own risk.


The Office of the State Comptroller does not warrant, promise, assure or guarantee the accuracy of the translations provided. The State of New York, its officers, employees, and/or agents are not liable to you, or to third parties, for damages or losses of any kind arising out of, or in connection with, the use or performance of such information. These include, but are not limited to:


	damages or losses caused by reliance upon the accuracy of any such information
	damages incurred from the viewing, distributing, or copying of such materials



Because Google Translate™ is intellectual property owned by Google Inc., you must use Google Translate™ in accord with the Google license agreement, which includes potential liability for misuse: Google Terms of Service.
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    Issued Date

              December 09, 2019

          


  
    Agency/Authority

          
              Health, Department of

              

      


      
              Full Audit Report 2018-S-1365.65 KB

              180-Day Response106.78 KB

          

  
            Objective


To determine whether Wadsworth Center is adequately certifying, monitoring, and enforcing selected regulations over environmental laboratories.


About the Program


The Environmental Laboratory Approval Program (ELAP) of the Wadsworth Center (Wadsworth) was established in 1984 and is responsible for the certification of laboratories performing environmental analyses on samples originating from New York State (NYS), thus ensuring the accuracy and reliability of these analyses. Accurate laboratory test results are essential to health assessment and disease or environmental exposure prevention. ELAP is an approved accrediting authority under the National Environmental Laboratory Accreditation Conference Institute (NELAC/TNI), an independent non-profit organization, and its National Environmental Laboratory Accreditation Program (NELAP). ELAP standards conform to standards NELAC adopted for implementation in July 2003.


ELAP issues certificates of approval/accreditations based on a combination of category-analyte-method/technology: category refers to the type of sample being tested (e.g., potable water), analyte refers to what is being measured (e.g., lead), and method/technology refers to the kind of assessment used to test for an analyte. Currently, ELAP grants certification to commercial, self-monitoring, and government-operated environmental laboratories in fields including: Drinking (Potable) Water; Non-Potable Water; Solid and Chemical Materials (Solid and Hazardous Waste); Air and Emissions; and Medical Marijuana. 


As of July 2019, ELAP had 468 approved laboratories (287 located in NYS, 168 in other states, and 13 outside of the United States). These laboratories were approved in the following fields: 176 for the analysis of air and emissions, 249 for the analysis of non-potable water, 247 for the analysis of potable water, 156 for the analysis of solid and hazardous waste, and 4 for the analysis of medical marijuana (labs can be approved for more than one category).


Key Findings


We identified opportunities to improve documentation of on-site assessments, for which Wadsworth has taken corrective action. However, we did not find a significant amount of other non-compliance with ELAP procedures and protocols in the areas reviewed that would cause us to question the sufficiency of Wadsworth’s processes for certifying, monitoring, and enforcing regulations over environmental laboratories.
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            State Government Accountability Contact Information:

Audit Director: Brian Reilly

Phone: (518) 474-3271; Email: [email protected]

Address: Office of the State Comptroller; Division of State Government Accountability; 110 State Street, 11th Floor; Albany, NY 12236
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